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mobility of tlie legion disappeared. The men were no
more to be relied upon unless held close in hand by the gen-
eral commanding, and unless they were massed for mutual
support. The intervals between maniples became danger-
ous ; they were gradually decreased and finally given up ; the
legion reverted to a body resembling the old Dorian phalanx
from which it had sprung. The period of its elastic struc-
ture was coincident with the service privilege of the Eoman
citizen. So long as the terms citizen and soldier were equiva-
lents, so long lasted the best period of the legion. The great
victories it later won, the splendid work of which it was capa-
ble, were no longer due to the rank and file, to the Eoman
burgess, that perfect type of the citizen-soldier, but distinctly
to the skill of the leader, to the talent of such men as
Marius, Sulla, Pompey, to the genius of Csesar.
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